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Preface 
 
Chapbooks make the springboard from 
which an author can launch themselves into 
the adoring throngs of potential fans. The 
chapbook has a simple design in which the 
work stands for itself. Since the chapbook 
acts as the authors foray into the world of 
readers, accessibility is key. My chapbook 
emphasizes accessibility. 
The chapbook’s design remains simple. 
There are no unnecessary flourishes with the 
book, allowing the reader to focus solely on 
the writing within. In addition to the digital 
chapbook, I have also made a physical copy 
available in person. 
I often find myself overburdened with 
books. Casual reading tends to require the 
accompaniment of a large book, fills the 
hands, making it cumbersome to carry while 
commuting. I chose to make it a smaller size 
to allow the chapbook to be easily carried in 
a pocket, perfect for casual perusing. 
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Another solution to this book “problem” 
emerged from the digital age. The advent of  
eBooks has made carrying books simpler 
than ever. At any given time, I can have 
hundreds of full-length novels in my pocket, 
ready to be enjoyed. Within the same 
medium, authors can spread their work with 
little cost to themselves. eBooks can be read 
on many devices that people already carry 
with them, which can act like a door just 
waiting for an aspiring artist to open. 
With social networking, face to face 
communication is not always possible or 
necessary. With the digital chapbook, I can 
spread my writing to those I don’t see in 
person. 
Now that you have this chapbook: 1) Turn 
the page, 2) turn the page twice more, 3) 
read and enjoy. 
 

-Aqil Dhanani 
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How Not to Plagiarize 
 
From the Code of Behaviour on Academic 
Matters: 
It shall be an offence for a student 
knowingly: 
(d) to represent as one's own any idea or 
expression of an idea or work of another in 
any academic examination or term test or in 
connection with any other form of academic 
work, i.e. to commit plagiarism. 
Wherever in the Code an offence is 
described as depending on "knowing", the 
offence shall likewise be deemed to have 
been committed if the person ought 
reasonably to have known. 
 
You've already heard the warnings about 
plagiarism. Obviously it's against the rules 
to buy essays or copy chunks from your 
friend's homework, and it's also plagiarism 
to borrow passages from books or articles or 
Web sites without identifying them. You 



	  

4	  

know that the purpose of any paper is to 
show your own thinking, not create a 
patchwork of borrowed ideas. But you may 
still be wondering how you're supposed to 
give proper references to all the reading 
you've done and all the ideas you've 
encountered. 
The point of documenting sources in 
academic papers is not just to avoid 
unpleasant visits to the Dean's office, but to 
demonstrate that you know what is going on 
in your field of study. It's also a courtesy to 
your readers because it helps them consult 
the material you've found.  That's especially 
important for Internet sources. So 
mentioning what others have said doesn't 
lessen the credit you get for your own 
thinking—in fact, it adds to your credibility. 
That's not to say that questions about 
ownership of ideas are simple. For one 
thing, the different systems for typing up 
references are admittedly a nuisance. (The 
file Standard Documentation Formats 
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explains basic formats.) But the real 
challenge is establishing the relationship of 
your thinking to the reading you've done 
(yes, that includes the Internet). Here are 
some common questions and basic answers. 
   
  Can't I avoid problems just by listing 
every source in the bibliography? No, you 
need to integrate your acknowledgements 
into what you're saying. Give the reference 
as soon as you've mentioned the idea you're 
using, not just at the end of the paragraph. 
It's often a good idea to name the authors 
("X says" and "Y argues against X,") and 
then indicate your own stand ("A more 
inclusive perspective, however, . . . "). The 
examples in this file and the one on Standard 
Documentation Formats show various 
wordings. Have a look at journal articles in 
your discipline to see how they refer to their 
sources. 
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  If I put the ideas into my own words, 
do I still have to clog up my pages with all 
those names and numbers? Sorry—yes, you 
do. In academic papers, you need to keep 
mentioning authors and pages and dates to 
show how your ideas are related to those of 
the experts. It's sensible to use your own 
words because that saves space and lets you 
connect ideas smoothly. But whether you 
quote a passage directly in quotation marks, 
paraphrase it closely in your own words, or 
just summarize it rapidly, you need to 
identify the source then and there. (That 
applies to Internet sources too: you still need 
author and date as well as title and 
URL.  The handout Standard Documentation 
Formats gives examples for a range of 
types.) 
  But I didn't know anything about the 
subject until I started this paper. Do I have 
to give an acknowledgement for every point 
I make? You're safer to over-reference than 
to skimp. But you can cut down the clutter 
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by recognizing that some ideas are 
"common knowledge" in the field—that is, 
taken for granted by people knowledgeable 
about the topic. Facts easily found in 
standard reference books are considered 
common knowledge: the date of the 
Armistice for World War I, for example, or 
the present population of Canada. You don't 
need to name a specific source for them, 
even if you learned them only when doing 
your research. In some disciplines, 
information covered in class lectures doesn't 
need acknowledgement. Some interpretive 
ideas may also be so well accepted that they 
don't need referencing: that Picasso is a 
distinguished modernist painter, for 
instance, or that smoking is harmful to 
health. Check with your professor or TA if 
you're in doubt whether a specific point is 
considered common knowledge in your 
field. 
  How can I tell what's my own idea 
and what has come from somebody else? 
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Careful record-keeping helps. Always write 
down the author, title and publication 
information (including the specific 
identifying information for online 
publications) so you can attach names and 
dates to specific ideas. Taking good notes is 
also essential. Don't paste passages from 
online sources into your draft: that's asking 
for trouble. As you read any text—online or 
on the page—summarize useful points in 
your own words. If you record a phrase or 
sentence you might want to quote, put 
quotation marks around it in your notes to 
remind yourself that you're copying the 
author's exact words, whether electronically 
or in handwriting. If you record a distinctive 
phrase or sentence you might want to quote, 
put quotation marks around it in your notes 
to remind yourself that you're copying the 
author's exact words. And make a deliberate 
effort as you read to notice connections 
among ideas, especially contrasts and 
disagreements, and also to jot down 



	  

9	  

questions or thoughts of your own. If you 
find as you write that you're following one 
or two of your sources too closely, 
deliberately look back in your notes for 
other sources that take different views; then 
write about the differences and why they 
exist. See the advice file Taking Notes from 
Research Reading for more tips.  
  So what exactly do I have to 
document? With experience reading 
academic prose, you'll soon get used to the 
ways writers in your field refer to their 
sources. Here are the main times you should 
give acknowledgements. (You'll notice 
many different formats in these examples. 
See the file on Standard Documentation 
Formats for advice on these systems.) 
 1 Quotations, paraphrases, or 
summaries: If you use the author's exact 
words, enclose them in quotation marks, or 
indent passages of more than four lines. (For 
more on the mechanics of quoting, visit our 
file on using quotations.) But it's seldom 
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worthwhile to use long quotations. In 
literary studies, quote a few words of the 
work you're analysing and comment on 
them. In other disciplines, quote only when 
the original words are especially memorable. 
In most cases, use your own words to 
paraphrase or summarize the idea you want 
to discuss, emphasizing the points relevant 
to your argument. But be sure to name 
sources even when you are not using the 
exact original words. As in the examples 
below, it's often a good idea to mention the 
author's name. Mentioning the author's name 
indicates where the borrowing starts and 
stops and gains you some reflected glory for 
responding to the experts. 
  e.g. As Morris puts it in The Human 
Zoo (1983), "we can always be sure that 
today's daring innovation will be tomorrow's 
respectability" (p. 189). [APA system] 
  e.g. Northrop Frye discusses comedy 
in terms of the spring spirit, which he 
defines as the infusion of new life and hope 
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into human awareness of universal problems 
(Anatomy 163). The ending of The Tempest 
fits this pattern. [MLA system—short title to 
distinguish among different works by same 
author]. 
 2 Specific facts used as evidence for 
your argument or interpretation: First 
consider whether the facts you're mentioning 
are "common knowledge" according to the 
definition in point 3 above; if so, you may 
not need to give a reference. But when 
you're relying on facts that might be 
disputed within your discipline—perhaps 
newly published data—establish that they're 
trustworthy by showing that you got them 
from an authoritative source. 
  e.g. In September 1914, more than 
1300 skirmishes were recorded on the 
Western Front.8 [traditional 
endnote/footnote system] 
  e.g. Other recent researchers (4, 11, 
12) confirm the findings that drug treatment 
has little effect in the treatment of pancreatic 
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pseudocysts. [numbered-note system for 
biomedical sciences] 
 3 Distinctive or authoritative ideas, 
whether you agree with them or not: The 
way you introduce a reference can indicate 
your attitude and lead into your own 
argument. 
 4  
  e.g. Writing in 1966, Ramsay Cook 
asserted that Canada was in a period of 
critical instability (174). That period is not 
yet over, judging by the same criteria of 
electoral changeability, economic 
uncertainty, and confusion in policy 
decisions. [new MLA system] 
  e.g. One writer (Von Daniken, 1970) 
even argues that the Great Pyramid was built 
for the practical purpose of guiding 
navigation. [APA system] 
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City Gates 
 
As you pass through the gate of the city, 

you taste the iron hanging in the pulpous air. 
The doors, at least a foot of oak thick, once 
held the city’s treasurers safe from hordes of 
ingrates but now lay askew in the sea of dust 
that swells and ebbs with the movement of 
your feet. The immortal corpses of heroes 
past, pieced together from granite and 
dressed in lichen, loom over you. Their 
vacant eyes contemplate the horizon. The 
stone tiles on which you walk have long 
since succumbed to the lustful reach of 
weeds penetrating the adhesion of the bricks 
and enveloping them as if each vine wants to 
steal a brick for itself. 

Beyond the gallery of the immortalized 
heroes, a queue of stone and wood facades 
grew from the overrun road. Each building 
imitates the next, only the various signs of 
decay allowing you to differentiate between 
them. The wind whispers through the 
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fissions of the walls, carving through the 
skin of dust that centuries of neglect layered 
onto the buildings. A shallow fountain 
slumps in the square in front of you. Its 
gaping maw, once smoothed by dancing 
water, now lay dry and exposed to the 
venerable sun. The taste of the silence folds 
over your dry lips and the warmth of 
curiosity tugs at your fingers. 
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Flying Metrics 
 
He ran aground the plane, 
But not before he saved 
 
Some more passengers flying in air. 
With no safety at all. But they flew 
 
Unharmed into pillows 
That could catch them softly. 
 
They could return to their friends, and such 
After adventuring skyward some. 
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RRR 
 
“Do you wish me a good morning, or mean 
that it is a good morning whether I want it or 
not; or that you feel good this morning; or 
that it is a morning to be good on?” 
 
 
“Good night, good morning, good noon to 
you, too.” 
And a right: “how be you?” 
I fear there’s not a lot more to do 
In an imitation on mimesis 
What with the grim angst. 
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Sonnet in Transit 
 
My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun;  
Coral is far more red than her lips’ red;  
If snow be white, why then her breasts are 
dun;  
If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her 
head.  
 
Mythical mistress’ eyeglasses arrives nought 
opposite a sundae; 
Core jam far-off multilaterally redoubtable 
unlike herky-jerky lipstick’s red ceder; 
Once snowboards bedevil whole-grain, 
woefully thoughtlessly herky-jerky breather 
arrives earn; 
Once hairnets bedevil wiseasses, blasé 
wiseasses guess plus herky- 
jerky headcheese. 
 
Using the Oxford Canadian Thesaurus of 
Current English (as needed) 
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Your mister’s ears aren’t everything unlike a 
moon; 
Bush isn’t nearly less green than his 
rectum’s green; 
Since sun isn’t black, because if his legs 
aren’t neon; 
Since skin aren’t tubes, white tubes retreat 
off his foot. 
 
My woman's eyes that you do not like the 
sun; 
Coral is far more red than her lips red; 
If he was white as snow, for this reason, it is 
in the chest; 
and If I call a black writing of the outcome 
of my head. 
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MI Masters Isa R-Lake Tank J age 
Krall S Farr Over the reply thought tomcat 
unequivocal response 
Snow AFP me Witt, Wei thought tomcat 
presets R Dunn 
AFP mashing me and Leers, Black Crow 
Aires that tomcat HD 
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A New Adventure Awaits 
 
As a child, you often heard stories from 
travellers of great warriors that had 
accomplished amazing feats in the realm. 
You longed to be one of them when you 
were older, but the prudish elders of your 
village did not care for your aspirations, 
favouring their own noble pursuits of arcane 
knowledge. As a result, you left your village 
as a young adult. With your knowledge of a 
few rudimentary spells, such as the ability to 
see through solid objects, and survival 
tactics that you learned from stories growing 
up.  
As a result of surviving in your wilderness 
for many years, you’ve become stronger 
against the elements, but your strength 
doesn’t betray your lean, elven build. You 
haven’t had an opportunity to learn any 
spells since you left, but you’ve practiced 
the ones you know to near perfection. Still a 
survivor, you push through the wild to one 
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day reach the Citadel to start your life as the 
adventurers you’ve read about. 
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Acceptance 
 
It is not as it happens 21:17 in Managua. In 
some furtive yet comfortable domicile a 
woman named Rahiel, who is rather large, 
reads a canary-colored certificate. She zones 
completely out. After months of sending 
applications to various institutions, she’s 
finally received some sort of response. The 
exhaustion from the process has taken its 
toll. The once outgoing Rahiel has regressed 
into a nervous shell. She spent her days 
barely awake, pacing back and forth. She 
pounced on the mail every evening, tearing 
through various letters, hoping to find a 
response, any response, from the institution. 
And now, she has one. Her fingers, numb on 
her shaking hands, pry at the seal on the 
envelope, which she drops to the floor. She 
slumps in her chair, clutching the certificate 
in her hands, as her eyes scan the words on 
the page. Slowly, a smile sews itself across 
her face. The certificate congratulates Rahiel 
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on her acceptance into this lucrative 
program. The institution also offered her a 
grant for her future work. Rahiel clutches 
the letter to her chest and leans back in her 
chair. She remembers how competitive her 
colleagues had said this process would be. 
Out of the hundreds of applicants from 
countries around the world, only a few were 
actually accepted. In an act of desperation, 
Rahiel took creative leave on her 
application, embellishing the difficulties she 
had faced, living in Nicaragua.  She hoped 
to quell any allusion to the relative luxury in 
which she actually lives, knowing full well 
that the institution prefers to support less 
well-off candidates. 
She wonders for a moment what destitute 
applicant she had trumped. Was there some 
poor villager, sitting in their mud hut, 
holding a letter of rejection? Had Rahiel 
unknowingly slaughtered someone’s chance 
of leaving poverty and making their way in 
an industrialized world? Rahiel blinks and 
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pushes the thought out of her mind, turning 
back to the certificate. It is now exactly 
10:18 in Pontianak. In some suitable yet run-
down residence someone named Shahd, who 
is no larger or smaller than one would 
expect, reads a pristine letter. She frowns a 
slight frown.  
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Deskjob 
 
He sits as he always sat at his desk in his 
office clacking away at his keyboard and 
staring at the pulsing screen as it bombards 
his tired eyes with lines and lines of text that 
have all but lost their meaning and instead 
form what he thinks dystopian artwork 
would look like in the future. He sips his 
coffee. The fluorescent lighting bears down 
on his papers and reflect its lifeless light 
onto his face to illuminate the bags under his 
eyes that formed when he missed his third 
night of sleep to his mental occupation of his 
paperwork which he can never truly finish 
no matter how many eight hour shifts he 
dedicates himself to slouching in front of 
this bright piece of crude art in front of him. 
He sips his coffee. The printer jammed this 
morning leaving him to wrestle his papers 
out from its mechanical jaws but his valiant 
efforts met no avail because when the 
brimstone machine finally relented he was 
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left holding what was left of his reports 
crumpled beyond recognition and with level 
streaks of ink left to score his paper by the 
printer like the cruel signature of some 
crippled artist on their sculpture that he now 
held. He sips his coffee. He spread the paper 
onto his desk and flattened it out with his 
wiry hands so that he could look at the 
printers handiwork on its meticulous bars of 
ink reaching an inch into the paper but the 
ink had pooled at the tips and the printer 
pushed the excess ink and streaked it across 
the rest of the paper in a way that made it 
look like the bars had been cut short to an 
even length and only their ghost remained to 
reach up into the unknown abyss above. He 
sips his coffee. 
In the next panel, he lost his humanity and 
accepted his place as a smudge of ink on the 
corner of his page. He sips his coffee. 
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Blank Spaces in Conversation 
 
What video? Oh my God, shut the fuck up. 
Oh, it’s a music video. You don’t have a 
horse in your room? I thought everybody 
did. —And in life, ‘cuz she’s Taylor Swift. 
Those lyrics just described the shittiest 
relationship ever.  The—yeah. She’s become 
self aware. Kill it. Kill it with fire. Yeah, she 
went crazy. She did not plan that out. Yeah. 
She just went at it with the scissors. ‘S 
fucked up. ‘Cuz people will still date her, 
because she’s Taylor Fucking Swift. Even 
though she’s crazy. Taylor mother-fuckin’ 
Skiff. Yeah. Prob’ly ‘cuz she is crazy. She’s 
a crazy person. Just ask all her various 
boyfriends. Like Taylor Lautner, and one of 
the Jonas Brothers, and Matt Damon, and 
everyone else. 
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Reflections: 
 
(3) This is an exercise in transcription. 
However, throughout academia, the act of 
rewriting a text word for word is often 
frowned upon as plagiarism. In order to 
accentuate this, I chose to transcribe text that 
outlines the academic offense of plagiarism. 
(12) Using Yandex Translator, translating 
ten times: Vietnamese, Ukranian, 
Azerbaijani, Thai, Bosnian, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, and Portuguese, returning 
to English with each language. 
(13) First, the text will be translated 
“homophonically” into Arabic. The 
characters in Arabic, when pronounced, will 
sound similar to the original English text. 
Then, the newly created Arabic text will be 
fed through Google Translate to derive an 
English translation. Finally, Microsoft Word 
2011 will replace any words that it deems 
misspelled with the first suggestion of the 
correct spelling. This should weed out any 
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words that could not be translated. What 
should be produced is a poem that is 
partially homophonic to the original and 
partially nonsensical English words from the 
Arabic to English translation. 
(14) The Dungeons and Dragons statistics 
for the character described are as follows: 
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(22) This particular conversation was made 
up of very short sentences. A lot of the 
sentences don’t even express a full idea. For 
example, the sentence that starts “—And in 
life…” is actually an addition to someone 
else’s full sentence. All though the whole 
conversation revolves around one topic, the 
ideas within the topics have no cohesion. 
This may be caused by the fact that two 
other people fed into the conversation, or 
that we continuously observed the topic (a 
video) while the conversation continued and 
changes in the video sparked new ideas in 
the conversation. I think “Taylor Skiff” 
highlighted my speech impediment, but not 
in a way that was distracting to the text as 
whole. The fact that there is a mistake lends 
to a sort of imperfection of character and 
adds realism to the voice. 
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